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MUNDAY SWAMP — PERTH AIRPORT — HERITAGE APPROVAL 

Statement by Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park — Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) [9.13 am]: I rise with a heavy heart this 
morning to inform the house that I have made a decision to grant approval under section 18 of the Aboriginal 
Heritage Act 1972 for the Aboriginal heritage site Munday Swamp to be impacted to allow construction of a new 
runway at Perth Airport. This has been a difficult decision. The runway will affect Munday Swamp, a very 
important cultural site for Noongar people. There is no doubt about how important Munday Swamp is to Noongar 
people. It is regarded as one of the most important Noongar cultural sites in the Perth region. The Aboriginal 
Cultural Materials Committee, the statutory body under the AHA that assesses the significance of Aboriginal 
cultural sites, assessed Munday Swamp as highly significant and, in fact, recommended to me that approval for 
development should not be granted. Perth Airport has done everything in its engineering capacity to minimise the 
impact of the proposed runway by going as far south as it can. There will still be an impact on the site, although 
the vast majority of the location and its most luxuriant wetland area will not be affected. 

As a minister who is passionately committed to protecting Aboriginal cultural places in Western Australia, this 
has been an incredibly difficult but necessary decision that takes into account the interests of the whole of the state. 
Perth Airport provides a critical element in the Perth, Western Australian and national transport network. There is 
no question that the new runway will be needed to deal with the rapid increase in aircraft traffic that Perth has been 
experiencing. Perth is arguably the most isolated city in the world and dependent on air traffic more than any other 
city. Ninety per cent of all visitors to WA come through Perth Airport. Our sense of community and our economy 
are inextricably linked to the successful operation of Perth Airport. 
In making this decision, I want to make a couple of salient points. I have been enormously impressed by the 
commitment of Perth Airport in recent years to the recognition of Aboriginal culture and its ongoing demonstration 
of meaningful dialogue with Noongar people, whose cultural heritage will be affected by this development. Perth 
Airport has accepted a range of responsibilities to support Noongar culture, preserve the swamp and reconnect the 
ancient waterways near the airport to the Swan River—the Derbarl Yerrigan. Perth Airport will double its efforts 
to maximise Aboriginal employment, and visitors to Perth will, in coming years, be treated to a meaningful and 
respectful Noongar cultural experience in the new terminal development associated with the new runway. 
However, I appreciate the hurt my decision today may cause a number of Noongar people. I take no pleasure in 
this announcement. However, my ministerial responsibility to protect Aboriginal cultural heritage must take into 
account the broader interests of the whole state of Western Australia, and I am of the view that despite the granting 
of approval under section 18 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act, the undertakings given by Perth Airport mean that 
the site, which will clearly be impacted, will be able to be managed in a way that, hopefully, Noongar people will 
deem acceptable in the future. 
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